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The school has a real buzz about it this week with the children back in the classrooms.  We have 
had quite a few children start with us this week and we welcome you all to Elmgrove.  While 
things are still a little different with staggered break times and parents dropping children at the 
gates, the feel in the school is really positive and children seem to be really enjoying socialising 
with their friends.  I would even go as far as to say I have seen a higher levels of kindness and 
consideration for others this week.  I wonder if the social distancing and time at home has made 
our children more aware of others around them.  

Thank you to all our families for your efforts at pick up and drop times I appreciate that this is a 
little strange for many.  As a result of the drop off at the gate request we have seen children 
taking responsibility for their own things and even our most junior children have quickly adapted 
to coming into school and completing the before school routines.  

I have had a few questions about how do we get things like uniform.  You are still welcome to 
come into the school office as long as you sign in and follow the hygiene and distancing rules. 
Nicola is very happy to assist you with any of your enquiries.  

We will be continuing with the current procedures for another week and will then be reviewing 
things based on advice from the Ministry of Education.   After school music classes are currently 
set to resume on 3rd of June all things going well and we will be looking at our break times, 
school lunches and classroom layouts also as we head into June.

We have had advice that the school bus route for Elmgrove will change from this Monday 25th 
May.  It will now include the south end of School Rd and all of Hazlett Rd in addition to the 
previous pick up points.  I have notified the families I know of who will now have a closer pick up 
and drop of point under the new route.  If you live in either School Road or the Dukes road end 
of Hazlett Road and want to know more about using the school bus please get in contact with 
me.  With the alterations to the route the bus may arrive at your pick up point slightly earlier or 
slightly later than normal so please make sure you allow for this from Monday next week until 
you are familiar with the new arrival times for the bus.  I anticipate that the difference should not 
be more than 5 mins in either direction.

I hope the weekend goes well for your all

Chris McKinlay 
Principal
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…
 Welcome to Elmgrove

WOW! So many new 
faces!!  

A HUGE Welcome to 

Ryan, Benji, Beau, 
Austin, Harper, 
Liam, Kieran, 

Keach, Michael, Eli 
& Lucia 



…Back to School….



…



…
 Sports News

Winter School Sports  
Miniball and Netball 

Many of our children will be itching to get back on the courts and enjoy the elements of 
sport that are fun and that we have all missed over the last seven weeks.  
However, as our new normal is looking a bit different how sport looks when we return will 
likely look different as well.

Community and school sport guidelines are set by Sport NZ, and sport does not come 
under the Ministry of Education guidelines. That is why we understand there will be some 
confusion as to why children at school in class but cannot train or play sport in large 
groups yet, but these are the guidelines we need to follow for sport.

We need to meet with our respective committees and formulate a plan that meets these 
requirements if we are to be in a position to go ahead with these sports codes.

For now students could focus on their skill development at home, practising their 
catching,passing and shooting skills as well as some dribbling (miniball).

During the first few weeks of term our focus as sport staff will be on Getting Ready!  
We need to know if students are still interested in playing sport. - we will e-mail those we 
currently have signed up to gauge interest.  
We need to prepare sport practices to be ready to follow safe hygiene standards.  
This will include having contact tracing procedures set to go for all sport trainings.

When we are in a position to prepare to play and can begin sport practices again for our 
teams all involved, students and coaches will need to follow contact tracing procedures. It 
is likely that preparing and practices will last for multiple weeks to allow players to prepare 
for the season ahead.

Returning to play could be in mid-late June at the earliest,but it is hard to predict a time 
frame to be given to school sporting competitions to begin.  
When sport resumes students and spectators are likely going to be required to follow new 
contact tracing procedures, possibly in the form of an online app and QR code or scanner 
at entrance ways.  
Our courts and matches are to look a little different for players and supporters when we 
get back to sport in 2020.

Please bear with us as we work through the process and guidelines

Chris Langley  
Sports Co-ordinator  
Elmgrove School



…Matai Hub

We have been learning about Bees. 



…Whats coming up at ElmGrove. 

Important dates  - (mark these on your calendar) 

Week  7 -  18th May - 24th May 
- All Week Onsite Learning Resumed  
Week  8 -  25th May - 31st May 

Week  9 -  1st June - 7th June 

Week  10 -  8th June - 14th June 

Week  11 -  15th June - 21st June 

Week  12 -  22nd June - 28th June 

Week  13 -  29th June - 5th July 
-3rd July Last day of Term 2 

Reporting Absences 
We have several ways for parents to advise that a child is not attending school

1. Use the Skool Loop App (Download this in your App Store)
2. Ring and leave an absence on phone line. 03-489 6252
3. Text - 0274622920
4. Email office@elmgrove.school.nz 

Please make sure your absence is sent by 9.00 am
Also, please advise the office if your child is going to be away on holiday or away 

for an extended period.
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